DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
inevitable'. This phrase is a sure winner, and invariably brings
down the House. For cool cheek, it is unsurpassable.
Who ever said that war is inevitable? All men who knew some-
thing about foreign affairs said that war would be inevitable if
we failed to rearm when Germany rearmed, that this policy which
has been pursued for six years, against all the warnings of men who
knew, would make war inevitable. Perhaps we were wrong;
after all, there is always capitulation, but at the time we didn't
think of that one.
War is never inevitable, unless you make it so by allowing those
who want what you have to become overwhelmingly stronger than
yourself. I would never admit to myself that it was inevitable —
even now. There is always time — until it breaks out. Is the time
being used, even now, after six years, after all that has happened?
You must try and understand the men with whom you have to
deal, how inflated they are with success, how ruthless, how strong,
how resolved to take what you have.
Read this:
It does not often happen that the earth is divided up anew;
that is a historical rarity. When this fact becomes perceptible,
that the hour is ripe for the goddess of history to come down
to earth and sweep mankind with the hem of her garment,
the responsible men must have the courage to grasp the hem
of her garment and not to let go of it again, I have the im-
pression that we ar^ living in such an historical hour.
Goebbels speaking, on November 20th, 1938.  'Divide up the
earth anew' you notice.
Listen to this:
Slowly but surely the old world is sinking. No agitation, no
calumny, no terror ... can arrest the course of Germany.
What will come one day out of the collapse of the old social
order in the other countries, what will arise on the ruins of
this old, crumbling world? We do not know.
Ribbentrop, speaking on November jyth, 1938.
What they say is very nearly true. The people of England are
instinctively awake, they see the evils in their own land that need
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